
TURKISH HERITAGE & MODERN SUCCESS

Turkish Archery:
 The Art of the Bow

From Central Asian steppes to the Olympic podium, exploring the spiritual and technical 

journey of the Kemankeş tradition.



CHAPTER I

Historical Foundations
Tracing the roots of Turkish archery from early tribal warfare to the organized lodges of the Ottoman Empire.



The Era of the Kemankeş

Ottoman Military Mastery

Archery was the backbone of Ottoman military prowess. Elite 

archers, known as Kemankeş, were respected as both warriors 

and athletes.

• Ok Meydani: Specialized archery fields established by 

Sultan Mehmed II.
• Spiritual Discipline: Mastery required both physical 

strength and mental focus.
• Flight Records: Ottoman archers reached distances of 

over 800 meters.



Spirituality and Technique

The Archer's Vow

Archery was considered a sacred art. Students (Tâlip) 

underwent a rigorous training process called Meşk, 

ending with a secret vow whispered by the Master.

Precision & Ethics

The code of the Kemankeş emphasized humility and 

respect. An archer was taught that the arrow’s path 

reflected the purity of the heart.



Traditional Craftsmanship

The Turkish Composite Bow

Crafted from maple wood, water buffalo horn, and sinew, 

these bows were the most advanced technology of their 

time.

The Zihgir (thumb ring) allowed for a unique Turkish draw, 

increasing speed and power without damaging the 

archer's hand.



UNESCO Cultural Heritage

Inscribed 2019

Recognized as an Intangible 

Cultural Heritage of Humanity, 

preserving techniques and 

craftsmanship.

Living Tradition

Today, festivals across Turkey 

keep the "Archers' Lodge" culture 

alive for new generations.

Global Impact

Turkey serves as a hub for 

international traditional archery 

competitions and research.



CHAPTER II

The Modern Resurgence
How a centuries-old tradition transformed into Olympic dominance in the 21st century.



The Golden Archer: Mete Gazoz

Olympic & World Champion

Born in 1999, Mete Gazoz has become the face of Turkish 

sports excellence. He is known for his signature smile and 

unwavering focus.

Tokyo 2020: First ever Turkish Archery Gold.

Triple Crown: Holder of Olympic, World, and European titles 

simultaneously.



Major Medals Comparison

*Data representing Turkish National Team's surging performance in major recurve events (2016-2024).



Unity of Two Worlds

Traditional Heritage: Ethnic Sports Festivals preserve the 

Kemankeş attire and rituals.

Modern Teamwork: The Men's Team won Bronze at the Paris 

2024 Olympics.



Milestones of Excellence

1453

Archers' Lodge established in 

Istanbul.

1961

Turkish Archery Federation 

founded.

2019

UNESCO Heritage 

Inscription.

2021

First Olympic Gold (Tokyo 

2020).



THANK YOU

Any Questions?
Turkish archery continues to hit the bullseye on the global stage.

 Explore more at archersfoundation.org
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